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This past year, The Kiwanis Club of Lafayette 
Foundation’s previous fl agship projects, Parc 
Independence and the renovation of Clark Field, 
continued to provide solid value to the citizens 
of Lafayette. Parc Independence draws hundreds 
of kids to Girard Park every weekend to play in 
comfort and safety, and the Parks and Recreation 
Department of the City of Lafayette reports that 
usage of Clark Field for youth sports events has 
nearly doubled, with maintenance costs down 
sharply. 

 
The Healthy Living Club, a coalition formed 

by the Kiwanis Club of Lafayette Foundation, the 
Junior League of Lafayette and numerous other 
community partners, successfully completed 
Year  #1 of its grant from the Blue Cross and Blue 
Shield of Louisiana Foundation’s “Challenge for a 
Healthier Louisiana” program. 

 
The “Seed to Table Garden” at Truman 

Montessori Pre-K and Early Childhood School 
has been a notable success for the Healthy Living 
Club, bringing together young and old from the 
scholastic world and the community at large to 
learn about food and good nutrition from bare 
earth to prepared meal. 

A Letter from our CEO

“ ”
All the fl owers of the 

future are in the seeds 
of today.
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Michael K. Smith,
Chief Executive Offi  cer 2013-2014
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The Board of Directors
Offi cers of the Board

Michael K. Smith,
President
Owner,
Eikos Technical Services LLC 
Kiwanian since 2003 

Kevin D. Domingue,
Chief Executive Offi  cer
Director,
Domingue, Szabo & Associates
Kiwanian since 2003

Gerald Guilbeaux,
President-Elect
Agent,
State Farm Insurance Companies
Kiwanian since 1981

David Oliver Way, Esq.
Vice President
Oliver and Way LLC
Kiwanian since 2009

Tony Boudreaux,
Secretary
General Manager
Diocese of Lafayette
Kiwanis since 1984
(Life Member)

Michael Williams,
Treasurer
Assistant Vice President,
Commercial Lending
Whitney Bank
Kiwanian since 2001

Directors-at-Large

Brent Abshire
Owner,
Vermillion Asset Management
Kiwanian since 2001

Spencer Bienvenu
Station manager,
KLFY-TV
Kiwanian since 2010

Carey Chopin
Vice President,
Gulf Coast Bank
Kiwanian since 2001

Thomas Clarke,
Owner,
Vermillion Asset Management
Kiwanian since 2001

Jack Emling
Owner,
The Interior Fabric Shoppe, Inc.
Kiwanian since 1982
(Life Member)

David S. Friedrichs,
Owner,
Friedrichs Property Management
Kiwanian since 2009 

Dr. Robert LeJeune
Owner,
LeJeune Chiropractic Clinic 
Kiwanian since 1996

Kirk Piccione, Esq.
Owner,
James K Piccione APLC
Kiwanian since 1990

Chrissy Guilbeaux
Thompson
Marketing Director,
Preferred Anatomic Pathology 
Services
Kiwanian since 2008 

But the Seed to Table garden is only one fruit of 
the Healthy Living Club. During the next two years 
of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Louisiana 
Foundation’s Challenge grant and beyond, the 
Healthy Living Club will continue to bring tangible 
and intangible benefi ts to Lafayette, including 
playground and workout equipment in various 
parks citywide and healthy eating and wellness 
programs to schools and civic organizations. 

 
The Kiwanis Club of Lafayette Foundation looks 

forward to a busy year, serving the community of 
Lafayette and its residents. We thank you for your 
support. 
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This Year’s Programs and Projects

P.L.A.Y.
Providing Lifestyle Activities for 

Youth (PLAY) is the Foundation’s 
program devoted to changing the built 
environment  so that young people have 
more and better opportunities to be 
physically active.

Clark Field is a great example of working 
together to get more done than we can 
by working alone.  This  project was 
another Kiwanis/Lafayette Consolidated 
Government collaboration, and breathed 
new life into this Lafayette institution.  

S.P.A.R.K
Shaping and Providing Academic 

Resources for Kids (SPARK) is the 
Foundation’s program devoted to 
projects that off er additional educational 
opportunities and projects for children  
in both traditional and nontraditional 
settings.

A great example of SPARK is our annual 
Kiwanis Regional Spelling Bee which is 
open to schools from 8 parishes, and is 
a collaboration with the Kiwanis Club of 

The Healthy Living Club
(Sept 2012 - Aug 2015)

A project of the Foundation’s P.L.A.Y 
Program, The Healthy Living Club is the 
name of the 3-year initiative that the 
Kiwanis Club of Lafayette Foundation 
has embarked on as a recipient of a $1M 
“Challenge for a Healthier Louisiana” grant 
funded by the Blue Cross and Blue Shield 
of Louisiana Foundation.  Throughout 
this year, our Foundation volunteers have 
worked hard alongside our 24 partner 

New lighting was installed, as well as a  
new drainage and turf system.  Striped in 
diff erent color schemes to make it easier 
to see, the turf allows games of football, 
soccer and softball during all the seasons 
of the year.  And the design of new lighting 
system produces about 5 times the previous 
degree of illumination for about one tenth 
of the electrical cost.  These improvements 
will pay for themselves in the near future.

This project represents a community 
match that is part of The Healthy Living 
Club.

Acadiana.  Our spelling bee winner gets to 
go on an expense-paid trip to Washington 
DC and compete in the Scripps National 
Spelling Bee.

This once-in-a-lifetime trip is an 
experience  that our champion speller 
will not forget.  He or she gets a chance 
to meet other young people from all over 
the country who also excel in scholastic 
achievement.

(Pictured at right: Emily McGraw, winner 
of our 2012 Spelling Bee, and her family.)

organizations and their members to start 
putting in place new systems and facilities 
to make a diff erence in this  ever-increasing 
health problem.

Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Louisiana 
Foundation is also helping Kiwanis learn 
from the other 11 grantees who also are 
making a diff erence with the funds from 
their Challenge grants, so that we all can 
learn from one another  about what is 
working in other communities throughout 
the State of Louisiana.
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Collaborating for a Common Cause
Healthy Living Club partners standing (l-r): Lionel Lyles, Harmony Consulting; Shauna Landry, 
University of Louisiana at Lafayette (ULL); Hope Granger, Acadiana Breastfeeding Coalition 
(ABC); Paige Vance, Second Harvest Food Bank; Jennifer Reynaud, Bridge Ministry of Acadiana; 
Kevin Domingue, Kiwanis; Mike LeBlanc, Lafayette Consolidated Government (LCG); Bradley 
Cruise, Lafayette Parish School System (LPSS); Tina Shelvin, LCG;  Amy Fremin, LPSS; Iris 
Malone, Our Lady of Lourdes Healthy Ministry; Jason Landry; Daphne Olivier, Acadiana Food 
Circle; Kemper Bowen, Kiwanis; Carlee Alm-LaBar, LCG; Kathy Richard, LA Cultural Economy 
Foundation; Nancy Judice, AOC Community Media
 
Seated (l-r) Robyn Stuart, ULL; Emily Neustrom, Seed to Table; Kendra Coco, ABC; Joan Landry, ULL; 
Lydia Martin, Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Louisiana Foundation; Denese Vlosky, Pennington 
Biomedical Research Center

Several members of our partner organizations were present at the offi  cial kick-off  event for The 
Healthy Living Club, held March 7, 2013 at Clark Field.  Clark Field was a perfect location for this 
media event, as its renovations comprise the very fi rst project of the Healthy Living Club.  By 
adding improved lighting to facilitate evening play, adding turf to allow year-round activities 
and more, the Clark Field renovation project provides more opportunity in the community for 
increased physical activity.

Another reason that it was the perfect venue is because this one single collaboration between 
Lafayette Consolidated Government Parks and Recreation Department and Kiwanis to revive this 
decades-old facility represents over $830,000 of the required $1M match necessary to obtain 
the $1M from the Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Louisiana Foundation.

The frequency of events at Clark Field has increased signifi cantly since the renovations were 
completed.
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The Healthy Living Club - Year #1 Highlights
 In collaboration with Second 
Harvest Food Bank of Greater 
New Orleans and Acadiana, 

bimonthly Mobile Food 
Pantries were established to 

distribute healthy food.  Eleven 
HLC food pantries (that 

distribute ONLY healthy food) 
served 1107 people and 425 
households, and the average 
food distribution was over 

7,000 lbs per event.

 Our partnership with Acadiana 
#SFBTUGFFEJOH�$PBMJUJPO�JT�PČ��UP�B�
great start.  (Studies show a direct 

correlation between babies who are 
breast-fed and a lower incidence of 
childhood obesity.) Breast pumps 

have been purchased and plans are 
in progress to establish community 
ambassadors who can go into the 

communities using a “train the 
trainer” methodology to increase 

community knowledge about breast-
feeding.

 Acadiana Food Circle 
published both a printed 
and online directory of 
locations to buy locally 

grown or raised food, in 
addition to locations of 

restaurants who support 
local growers buy buying 

and using their food.

Funds from the Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Louisiana Foundation for the majority of the 
QMBZHSPVOET�XJMM�CF�TQFOU�EVSJOH�UIF�TFDPOE�BOE�UIJSE�ZFBS�PG�ć�F�)FBMUIZ�-JWJOH�$MVC���)PXFWFS�
matching funds were provided by our Foundation and the Junior League of Lafayette to install the 
ĕ�STU�QMBZHSPVOE�PG�ć�F�)FBMUIZ�-JWJOH�$MVC���"O�BEEJUJPO�B�DPODSFUF�TMBC�XBT�QPVSFE�BU�#SJEHF�

.JOJTUSZ�BT�UIF�ĕ�STU�TUFQ�JO�DSFBUJOH�B�DPWFSFE�CBTLFUCBMM�DPVSU�GPS�UIF�LJET�UIFSF�
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The Healthy Living Club Timeline for Years 2 and 3

Year 2 continues the cycle and adds food preservation and distribution and cooking education; 
Continued improvements to LCG parks to increase opportunities to be physically active; Continued 
health ministry training and outreach to church communities; Improvements to LCG street and 
pedestrian infrastructure to increase the access to playgrounds and parks.  Most of the major work in 
the grant will be accomplished in this year.

Year 2 - September 1, 2013 through August 31, 2014 (in progress)

Year 3 continues all the moving parts, and wraps up by completing all the data collection for the 
3-year grant period and analyzing all the programs to see the eff ect that The Healthy Living Club will 
have had on our target population.

Year 3 - September 1, 2014 through August 31, 2015

ć�F�4FFE�UP�5BCMF�DPNNVOJUZ�HBSEFO�BU�5SVNBO�.POUFTTPSJ�TDIPPM�JT�B�XPOEFSGVM�QSPKFDU�UIBU�USVMZ�
HPU�UIF�DPNNVOJUZ�JOWPMWFE���4DIPPM�DIJMESFO�OPU�POMZ�XPSLFE�JO�UIF�HBSEFO�UP�MFBSO�ĕ�STU�IBOE�

BCPVU�WFHFUBCMFT�CVU�BMTP�BUUFOEFE�DMBTTFT�UP�MFBSO�BCPVU�IFBMUIZ�GPPE���-FE�CZ�UIF�LJUDIFO�TUBČ��BOE�
faculty from the University of Louisiana, they were also taught ways to prepare the locally grown 

QSPEVDF���ć�F�TVDDFTT�PG�UIF�4FFE�UP�5BCMF�IBT�BMSFBEZ�TQBXOFE�UXP�BEEJUJPOBM�HSBOUT�UP�FYQBOE�UIF�
project.
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a few words from our Community Partners...

“Christian Youth Theatre (CYT) is so grateful and humbled that 
an organization like Kiwanis would recognize our eff orts and 
want to invest in our program.  Our mission statements are 
very similar: (CYT) Developing Character...one stage at a time. 
(Kiwanis) ...changing the world, one child and one community 
at a time.  That kindred spirit makes for a great partnership! 
Thanks Kiwanis - Your support is overwhelming! “

Gerald Broussard
CYT Lafayette

This year has provided a wonderful opportunity to strengthen the existing relationships that Lafayette 
Kiwanis has had for many years with other organizations in Lafayette, as well as to form new relationships 
to enhance our mutual mission of serving Lafayette’s children.

for the year ending 30 September 2013
Financial Position

“The Kiwanis Club of Lafayette Foundation has done what 
few organizations have the courage to do… to believe, and to 
organize its resources to create a huge splash, not just a drop 
in the bucket.  The Seed to Table (STT) project was merely 
a dream and would still be today, if Kiwanis had not fl exed 
its fi nancial, organizational muscles while also digging deep 
into its heart to uphold its vision for a healthier Lafayette 
community. 

Much of the work that needs to be done in our communities 
will not be done by government, and  Kiwanis is redefi ning 
the role that civic organizations will and must play in the re-
building of our communities. Cities across the country are 
utilizing urban acreage to grow and distribute food where 
it is most needed, while providing education and jobs for 
youth and adults.  Kiwanis has made it possible to develop a 
community urban farm program in Lafayette, similar to those 
in NYC, Chicago, Minneapolis, and New Orleans. 

STT is the fi rst of its kind in Lafayette with a mission to educate 
youth, while building community and health through growing, 
preserving and cooking food. We started with one acre, in one 
neighborhood, reaching out to 30 children and their families 
over the spring and summer of 2013.  After running an 8-week 
summer camp, 160 hours of farming and cooking training, the 
project grew, consumed and shared 2,000 lbs of vegetables. 
The kids came running back with their arms open at the Fall 
planting in October 10, 2013, and asked if we were going 
to work in the garden on Sunday, too.  That’s how I measure 
success! 

Emily Neustrom, Director
Seed to Table

“The  STEM  Station Project is a 
great example of partnering with 
the Kiwanis Club of Lafayette 
Foundation to provide educational 
play equipment at existing parks 
throughout the Lafayette area.  Staff  
has worked with students to design 
and construct the equipment.  These 
interactive games and activities 
are designed to teach real world 
applications of science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics. 
This project will help to encourage 
interaction between parents and their 
children.”

Monica N. Jones
Academy Director/

Magnet Focus Teacher
David Thibodaux STEM

Magnet Academy

	ć�F�,JXBOJT�$MVC�PG�-BGBZFUUF�'PVOEBUJPO�JT�B�WPMVOUFFS�
PSHBOJ[BUJPO���BMM�NFNCFST�WPMVOUFFS�UIFJS�UJNF���ć�FSF�
are no Kiwanis salaries in the above expenses.)

Oct ‘12 - Sep 13

Income

  Founda� on and Trust Grants  $338,952.00 
  Nonprofi t Organiza� on Grants  $1,500.00 
  Corporate Contribu� ons  $44,830.70 
  Individ, Business Contribu� ons  $471.49 
  Interest-Savings, Short-term CD  $484.17 

Total Income  $386,238.36 

Expense

  Cash Awards and Grants  $2,795.16 
  Noncash Awards and Grants  $19,651.88 
  Specifi c Assist to Individuals  $11,788.91 
  Business Registra� on Fees  $105.00 
  Accoun� ng Fees  $650.00 
  Outside Contract Services  $650.00 
  Books, Subscrip� ons, Reference  $489.00 
  Prin� ng and Copying  $66.37 
  Supplies  $283.38 
  Computer so� ware  $107.81 
   Supplies  $367.53 
  Other Costs  $891.00 
  Healthy Living Club
     Salaries  $98,580.86 
     Fringe Benefi ts  $16,601.08 
     Equipment  $7,485.50 
     Materials and Supplies  $58,881.91 
     Travel  $899.99 
     Communica� ons  $7,590.19 
     Other Direct Costs  $39,630.40 
     Indirect Costs  $5,421.86 

Total Expense  $272,937.83 

Net Income  $113,300.53 

“The Kiwanis Club of Lafayette has 
been a consistent and dedicated 
partner of Lafayette Consolidated 
Government over the past several 
years.  

As the City-Parish President, I rely 
on the excellent work of community 
partners like nonprofi t organizations 
to provide for members of our 
community in areas that the 
government has few or no resources.  
The Kiwanis Club of Lafayette has 
been a positive infl uence on our 
community for many years.”

L.J. “Joey” Durel, Jr.
City-Parish President

Lafayette Consolidated Government

“As a member of the Seed to Table team (a 
component of the Healthy Living Club), I have 
a sincere appreciation for the role that The 
Kiwanis of Lafayette Foundation plays in the 
general civic progress of Lafayette, and in 
the particular successes of the Healthy Living 
Club.  Organizationally, the Healthy Living 
Club is very complex.  There is a tendency for 
partnering organizations to narrowly focus on 
their own particular missions, neighborhoods, 
agencies, constituents, etc.  Partner missions 
are quite diverse: some dedicated to research, 
or education, or community service, or women’s 
issues, or minority conditions, or health, etc.  Each 
partnering organization has its own sponsors, 
governance structures, administrative processes, 
operational protocols, and so forth.  Kiwanis 
is the ideal group to stitch all of this diversity 
together.  The Kiwanis mission to improve local 
human conditions, opportunities, and well-being 
is broad enough to subsume the diverse goals of 
all of the Healthy Living Club partners.  But, it 
takes more than good will to direct and manage 
such a large and complex project.  I doubt if 
any other Lafayette organization could provide 
the leadership, expertise, and professional 
experience that the Kiwanis Club of Lafayette 
Foundation clearly can.  

On a personal note, I have sincerely appreciated 
working with the Kiwanis Club.  While trying 
to get things done within rigid and complex 
interpersonal environments, it is refreshing to 
work with individuals who can retain focus on 
the important human work at hand.  I believe that 
the vision of Kiwanis Club leaders cuts though 
bureaucratic barriers that tend to obscure the 
greater human good that we seek.  Without that 
special sort of vision, a project like The Healthy 
Living Club could not succeed.          

C. Ray Brassieur, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of Anthropology
University of Louisiana at Lafayette



337-654-3822
foundation@lafayettekiwanis.org
www.lafayettekiwanis.org

PO Box 52802
Lafayette LA 70505-2802

Further information about the Kiwanis Club of Lafayette and the Kiwanis Club of Lafayette Foundation can be found at 
www.lafayettekiwanis.org

We make a living by what we get, but we make a life 
by what we give.  

~Winston Churchill




