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Kiwanis Club of Lafayette 
Foundation



This has certainly been a very busy year for our 
Foundation, and the time has fl own by.  Spurred 
on by the success of Parc Independence, we have 
conceived and completed another great project 
for Lafayette youth - the renovation of Clark Field.  
Clark Field was once the home for all baseball (and 
quite a few other sports) in Lafayette. The ballpark 
was originally built in 1954 with the University of 
Louisiana at Lafayette being the primary, but not 
sole,  tenant.
Clark Field briefl y served 2 separate 

organizations in Minor League Baseball - The 
Lafayette Oilers & The Lafayette Drillers.  Since 
those days long ago, Clark Field now serves 
Lafayette youth and adults as a football & soccer 
fi eld, but before the Kiwanis “intervention” could 
never be used by more than 1 sport in a given 
season, and was not suitable for nighttime play.  
Now with an 100% turf fi eld, a state-of-the-art 
lighting system and permanent football, soccer 
and softball markings, Clark Field can be used year 
round, day and night.  The fi eld is handicapped 
accessible so that Challenger  Division Little 
League softball (for boys and girls with physical 
and mental challenges) can be played as well.  And, 
the improvements will soon pay for themselves by 

way of reduced fi eld maintenance and electricity 
costs.

This innovative collaboration with Lafayette 
Consolidated City-Parish Government then became 
the springboard for the $1 million Challenge for a 
Healthier Louisiana grant funded by the Blue Cross 
and Blue Shield of Louisiana Foundation that our 
Foundation was awarded.  Our Foundation is the 
backbone organization of this 3-year $2.5M project 
to address the ever-rising problem of childhood 
obesity - a precursor to lifelong health problems.  
Our Foundation helped to assemble a coalition of 
over 2 dozen organizations to work together to 
make a bigger diff erence that we can alone.

Thanks so much to our Foundation Board of 
Directors and wonderful Kiwanis Club member/
volunteers for all their hard work in making this 
year such a great success.

A Letter from our CEO “ ”
If you want to go fast, go alone.  If you 

want to go far, go together.
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Kevin D. Domingue,
Chief Executive Offi  cer

^



David S. Friedrichs,
President
Owner,
Friedrichs Property Management
Kiwanian since 2009

Kevin D. Domingue,
Chief Executive Offi  cer
Director,
Domingue, Szabo & Associates
Kiwanian since 2003

Michael K. Smith,
President-Elect
Owner,
Eikos Technical Services LLC 
Kiwanian since 2003

The Board of Directors
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Offi cers of the Board

Myriam Abdel-Sayed, MD
Pediatrician
Pediatric Group of Acadiana
Kiwanian since 2011

Brent Abshire
Owner,
Vermillion Asset Management
Kiwanian since 2001

Kemper Bowen
Owner,
Bowen Healthcare Corporation
Kiwanian since 2006

Robert S. Davis III
Senior V.P. 
Acadiana Management Group 
Kiwanian since 1975

David Edmond, CPA 
Director,
Postlethwaite & Netterville
Kiwanian since 2010

Jack Emling
Owner,
The Interior Fabric Shoppe, Inc. 
Kiwanian since 1982
(Life Member)

Jason  Habbit  
Registered Investment Advisor, 
Oxford Asset Management 
Kiwanian since 2006

Dr. Robert LeJeune
Owner,
LeJeune Chiropractic Clinic 
Kiwanian since 1996

Kirk Piccione, Esq.
Owner,
James K Piccione APLC
Kiwanian since 1990

Directors-at-Large



Gerald Guilbeaux,
Vice President
Agent,
State Farm Insurance Companies
Kiwanian since 1981

Tony Boudreaux,
Secretary
General Manager
Diocese of Lafayette
Kiwanis since 1984
(Life Member)

Michael Williams,
Treasurer
Assistant Vice President,
Commercial Lending
Whitney Bank
Kiwanian since 2001
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Stephen A. Stefanski, Jr. 
Insurance & Risk Advisor,
Landry Harris & Co. 
Kiwanian since 2006

Chavanne Stine
Finance Executive,
Evangeline Area Council
Boy Scouts of America
Kiwanian since 2008

Chrissy Guilbeaux
Thompson
Marketing Director,
Preferred Anatomic Pathology 
Services
Kiwanian since 2008
 

David Oliver Way, Esq.
Partner
Oliver and Way LLC
Kiwanian since 2009



“When children of all abilities grow up 
playing together, they learn to accept
their differences and celebrate their 

similarities”

08 | 2011-2012 ANNUAL REPORT



Our Story
Since 1944, the Kiwanis Club of Lafayette has 
been making an impact in the lives of Lafayette’s 
children.  In 2010, the club approached the 
Lafayette Consolidated City-Parish Government 
(LCG) with a proposal to jointly construct 
Lafayette’s fi rst playground designed specifi cally 
to allow children with and without disabilities to 
play together.

The project was an instant success, garnering 
recognition at the Kiwanis International 
Convention in Geneva as one of the top 10 
Kiwanis projects in the world, and was also 
awarded the Outstanding Service award by 
the Therapeutic Recreation Symposium for 
the Southwest (which represents 5 states) for 
outstanding contributions to the development & 
support of therapeutic recreation. 

Following the successful completion of the 
project and subsequent community interest, the 
Kiwanis Club formed a 501(c)3 foundation to 
help further its mission to change Lafayette for 
the better, one child at a time.  

Our Foundation is continuing in the strong 
tradition of our club, working as volunteers to 
serve the children of our community.
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This Year’s Programs
Kiwanis Regional Spelling Bee

The Lafayette Kiwanis Club Foundation 
partners with the Kiwanis Club of Acadiana 
to cosponsor this regional Spelling Bee, 
open to 3rd through 8th grade students 
from 8 parishes.  Our bee sparks school 
participation in spelling and grammar 
education, and each school holds one or 
more spelling bees so that they can send 
their champion(s) to our bee.

Our Foundation then hosts 3 bees in 
diff erent age divisions, and each bee 
winner and runners-up receive prizes to 
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Clark Field Improvements
Clark Field is a great example of working 

together to get more done than we can 
by working alone.  This  project was 
another Kiwanis/Lafayette Consolidated 
Government collaboration, and breathed 
new life into this Lafayette institution.  

Board member Dr. Bob LeJeune came 
up with the idea of improving Clark 
Field by installing new turf, installing  
permanent markings for multiple sports 
and improving the lighting system so that 

The Healthy Living Club
(2012 - 2015)

The Healthy Living Club is the name of 
the 3-year program that the Kiwanis Club 
of Lafayette Foundation has embarked on 
as a recipient of a $1M “Challenge for a 
Healthier Louisiana” grant funded by the 
Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Louisiana 
Foundation.  Our Foundation has worked 
throughout the year to assemble a 
collaboration of over 24 organizations 
and individuals who are will be working 
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recognize their achievements.  The Grand 
Champion (the winner of the 7-8 grade bee) 
wins an expense-paid trip to Washington 
DC to compete as our representative in the 
Scripps National Spelling Bee. 

This once-in-a-lifetime trip is an 
experience  that our champion speller 
will not forget.  He or she gets a chance 
to meet other young people from all over 
the country who also excel in scholastic 
achievement.

events could be held year-round,  day or 
night. The new  fi eld will immediately start 
saving money on maintenance, and the new 
lighting system will provide 5 times the 
illumination at about 1/10 of the previous 
electrical cost.

Projects like Clark Field demonstrate the 
degree to which Kiwanis is in tune with 
the need  for safe places for  Lafayette’s 
children to play and exercise.

together over the next 3 years under our 
leadership to make a diff erence in this  
ever-increasing health problem.

Kiwanis will be playing the role of the 
“backbone” organization (visionary, fi scal 
agent, funder, and boots-on-the-ground 
volunteers) to shepherd this unique 
project to completion.  Our project will 
also be working with the other Challenge 
for a Healthier Louisiana grant winners 
to incorporate aspects of each other’s 
program design into our own.



“We are what we build.”
-2012 Louisiana Report Card on Physical Activity and Health for Children and Youth

There is a lot of talk these days about “the built environment”.  
What exactly is that and why is it important ?

The term “built environment” refers to human-made 
features of the community built to facilitate daily life, 
including everyday things such as streets, shops, restaurants, 
and parks. Many community and neighborhood features 
impact our children’s health. For example, neighborhood 
access to parks, playgrounds, and sidewalks are all associated 
with higher levels of physical activity among children. These 
are only several examples of the many pieces of the built 
environment infl uencing physical activity levels of our 
children and youth.1

Wasn’t that the actual motto of Kiwanis International?
You have a great memory!  As a matter of fact, before the 
current motto - Serving the Children of the World - was 
adopted by Kiwanis International in 2005, the original 
Kiwanis International motto was simply “We Build”. Since our 
successful completion of Parc Independence, our Foundation 
is focusing our eff orts to help put in place improvements 
to the built environment which will support and encourage 
more Physical Activity among children - that is the one of the 
main foci of The Healthy Living Club.

Is building the environment your main focus ?
While we help children with many programs, this 

year our main focus has indeed been on building.  The 
improvements at Clark Field provided much of the matching 
cash funds necessary to build a successful grant application 
for the Blue Cross and Blue Shield “Challenge for a Healthier 
Louisiana”.

Can you tell me more about that grant ?
For the past 5 years, Pennington Biomedical Research 

Center has published Louisiana’s Report Card on Physical 
Activity & Health for Children and Youth.  And in each of 
those years, Louisiana has earned an overall grade of “D”.  
In an eff ort to improve Louisiana’s grade on this report card, 
the Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Louisiana Foundation 
(BCBSLAF) announced in September 2011 that they would 
award $10 million in  grants to organizations across the state 
of Louisiana whose evidence-based proposals displayed 
compelling evidence that their new approach to fi ghting 
childhood obesity could make a diff erence heretofore not 
achieved in our state.

1 “2012 Louisiana Report Card on Physical Activity and Health 
for Children and Youth”, Pennington Biomedical Research Center, 
2012 

So the purpose of the grant is to address childhood obesity in 
Louisiana ? 

Yes. The Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Louisiana 
Foundation issued a challenge to communities across the 
state to help reshape their environments to support healthy 
living and prevent obesity. For this initiative, BCBSLAF 
is partnering with the Pennington Biomedical Research 
Center, noted for its work to combat childhood obesity and 
recognized as the foremost academic nutritional research 
center in the world. The goal of the Blue Cross’ Challenge 
for a Healthier Louisiana program is to support communities 
in the implementation of healthy eating and active living 
programs along with environmental change initiatives that 
support healthier communities for children and families 
across Louisiana. 2

Did BCBSLAF specify a specifi c structure or approach to the 
grant ? 

Yes, the Challenge for a Healthier Louisiana sought 
innovative projects that address the root causes of obesity 
through integrated changes in policies, norms, practices, 
social supports, and the physical environment. Projects that 
target underserved or high risk populations were particularly 
encouraged. BCBSLAF recommended that projects have 
multiple collaborators and should incorporate several of the 
following eff orts:

•     Encourage healthy lifestyles
•     Promote physical activity
•     Promote fi tness and nutrition education
•     Support parental involvement in their children’s lives
•     Provide access to safe facilities and neighborhoods for  
  physical activity
•     Directly support adequate and healthy nutrition

In addition, BCBSLAF recommended that projects include 
components from multiple levels, such as:

•     Individual
•     Family
•     School
•     Community
•     Health Care Settings

It is generally thought that interventions that target 
multiple components and levels of infl uence have a greater 
probability of moving the needle on childhood obesity. 
Community support and strong collaborators are critical for 
supporting and providing opportunities to support healthier 

2 taken from http://ourhomelouisiana.org/programs/
challenge/purpose-and-approach/
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“We shape our dwellings, and 
afterwards our dwellings shape 
us.”

-Sir Winston Churchill, 1944
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Children of all abilities can play together at Parc Independence, 
a playground conceived by the Kiwanis Club of Lafayette, and 
designed and constructed in a partnership with Lafayette 
Consolidated Government.

lifestyles, as well as to sustain eff orts beyond Challenge 
Grant funding. Applicants had to provide evidence of prior 
eff ectiveness of proposed project components to receive full 
consideration for funding. Support from research studies, 
pilot programs, or related projects as to the eff ectiveness of 
one or more of the components of the proposed project was 
critical. 2

And...?
The Kiwanis application met many of these criteria and 

was selected as one of the twelve winners across the state.  
Our Foundation worked within the Lafayette community to 
build a project that involves over 24 community partners.  
We assembled over $850,000 in cash match and almost 
$580,000 of in-kind match to qualify for the maximum grant 
amount allowed - $1 million.

It seems like eating less and exercising more should be fairly 
easy to get people to do, right ?  

Well.... no.

Why not ?
Well, no one seems to know for certain, or we would have 

addressed this problem already.  We decided to name our 
program “The Healthy Living Club” and approach it from a 
perspective that it will be fun and that young people will 
want to be a part of.  We are involving children in our target 
communities in focus groups to help choose the look and 
feel of the club, etc.  We think that by allowing children to be 
involved in the process, we will encourage more participation 
in our events.

So where and when will you start working on the Healthy 
Living Club ?

Work has been going on for some time behind the scenes 
laying all of the groundwork for the 3-year project.  Partner 
organizations have assembled into committees to begin 
their individual programs.

So what happens after 3 years ?
One of the requirements of the grant was sustainability, 

so we have designed our grant projects with this in mind.  
We are documenting all our steps along the way, because 
one of BCBSLAF’s goals is to be able to replicate these grants 
if they prove effi  cacious.  Not only are the grant-winning 
organizations working on our own projects, but we will 
also be working with each other to learn more about each 
program to build synergies between our diff erent programs 
across the State of Louisiana.

Breaking ground on the Clark Field Improvement Project
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The Healthy Living Club Premise
The Kiwanis grant proposal - The Healthy Living Club - has 3 major components intended to make a 

positive impact in curbing childhood obesity:
1. Access and opportunities to be physically active,
2. Wellness education and creation of sustainable skill sets, and
3. Access to healthy foods.

1a.

1b.

2a.

3.

2c.

2b.

KEY 
POINTS

Pedestrian and bike 
passageways to playgrounds 
within targeted communities 

to allow children access to 
Physical Activity opportunities.

Access to Opportunities 
to be Physical Active

Construction of new 
playground and park facilities 
(e.g., playground equipment,  
fi tness stations, walking trails) 

to increase Physical Activity 
opportunities.

Opportunities to be 
Physically Active

Food pantries in the targeted 
communities will provide 

healthy food.  

Access to Healthy 
Foods

A variety of Teaching Gardens 
and Community Gardens 

along with an entire Seed-to-
Table educational component 

to show children the entire 
process of where healthy food 

comes from.

Seed-to-Table, 
Community Gardens, 

Teaching GardensComprehensive media strategy 
to promote physical activity, 

locally-grown food availability, 
healthy food choices, active 
transportation (walking and 
biking).  Media will include 
intergenerational messages 

created collaboratively by all 
community stakeholders.

Media Promotion

A thorough wellness 
curriculum will be compiled 
and used as an educational 

component at school, in after-
school programs, in health 

ministries and more.  Maternal 
case managers will also 

educate expectant mothers 
on the importance of nutrition 

and physical activity.

Wellness Education



2011-2012 ANNUAL REPORT | 15

The Healthy Living Club Timeline

Year 1 will consist of much data collection to determine baselines so that the eff ectiveness of The 
Healthy Living Club can be determined.  Also, we will train teachers and community site leaders to 
collect fi tness assessment data and use WELNET software; Identify targeted gardeners for teaching 
gardens, cooking, and distribution; Identify sites for food pantries; Plan bicycle and pedestrian 
facility locations; Perform pre-installation bicycle and pedestrian counts; Identify church participants 
for our faith-based health ministry; Develop our Healthy Living club curriculum that will be used 
at school, and after school by many of our partners; Begin our “train-the-trainer” programs so that 
physical activity education and nutrition education can begin to spread in the community; identify 
our community ambassadors - prominent members of our target community who will be able to help 
get The Healthy Living Club message into our neighborhoods; Print hard copy and online versions of 
directories of locations to buy locally-grown produce; Begin organized aerobics classes for teenage 
girls; Begin playground construction.

Year 1 - September 1, 2012 through August 31, 2013

Year 2 continues the cycle and adds  food preservation and distribution and cooking education; 
Continued improvements to LCG parks to increase opportunities to be physically active; Continued 
health ministry training and outreach to church communities; Improvements to LCG street and 
pedestrian infrastructure to increase the access to playgrounds and parks.  Most of the major work in 
the grant will be accomplished in this year.

Year 2 - September 1, 2013 through August 31, 2014

Year 3 continues all the moving parts, and wraps up by completing all the data collection for the 
3-year grant period and analyzing all the programs to see the eff ect that The Healthy Living Club will 
have had on our target population.

Year 3 - September 1, 2014 through August 31, 2015



a few words from our Community Partners...

“Bridge Ministry of Acadiana is 
excited to be partnering with 
the Kiwanis Club of Lafayette 
Foundation to help Lafayette 
youth and their families battle 
obesity.  The work the Kiwanis 
has done and continues to do for 
the kids in this area is well-known 
and Bridge Ministry is glad to be 
involved.”

Jennifer Reynaud,
Bridge Ministry of Acadiana
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This year has provided a wonderful opportunity to strengthen the existing relationships that Lafayette 
Kiwanis has had for many years with other organizations in Lafayette, as well as to form new relationships 
to enhance our mutual mission of serving Lafayette’s children.

“I have spent over forty years as a city planner in Lafayette.  
My profession and my passion have been and continue to be 
the betterment of the Lafayette community through many 
capacities.   The challenge has been and is a local culture 
with all the joie de vie one could hope for, but which operates 
through a great deal of unusually excessive and characteristic 
fragmentation.  People locally come together for food, music, 
and a good time celebration, but when it comes to work, 
money or family, the culture strongly supports a ‘Mind your 
own business’ tradition.  There is often talk in the community 
of cooperation, coordination, and sharing, but it has not 
run deep or consistently.  Bringing down the multitude of 
independently operating community silos, understanding 
common purposes and objectives and leveraging scarce 
and limited resources should be a fundamental component 
of a viable resourceful city and parish.  What  the Kiwanis 
Foundation has accomplished in the Blue Cross Blue Shield 
Challenge Grant award demonstrates (at least to over twenty 
participating entities) what I have tried to do and hoped to 
see for many years.  Imagine a world where Kiwanians  and 
Rotarians work together! Perhaps, now, through your eff orts, 
community organizations, agencies and governmental 
departments may begin to ‘see the light’ and productivity 
of joining forces toward common goals. Thank you for your 
commitment and perseverance in this eff ort.  The Lafayette 
Community would have won, even without the grant award.  
The new awareness, communication, networks, common 
purpose and direction are your achievement.  I believe you 
have turned the tide of positive change in a very signifi cant 
way. “

Michael Hollier, Planning Manager
Lafayette Consolidated Government

“From our perspective, the best part of our collaboration with the Kiwanis grant is not the 
obvious health benefi ts and resulting quality of life we are impacting.  For AOC Community 
Media, the real payoff  is the incredible number of people that are working for a common cause. 
The scale of the collaboration is matched only by the commitment of the partners involved. 
We like that community involvement because that eff ect can be replicated.  This grant has 
proven a long sought concept - that Lafayette can rally behind good causes on a grant scale.”

Ed Bowie, Executive Director
AOC Community Media

“Big Brothers Big Sisters of 
Acadiana is pleased to partner 
with the Kiwanis Club of Lafayette 
Foundation in a Blue Cross Blue 
Shield of Louisiana Foundation 
grant opportunity to mitigate 
childhood obesity. Our focus at 
BBBS is child safety and well-
being, so working with Kiwanis and 
other community collaborators 
on this important issue is 
paramount to our mission of 
serving children facing adversity.”

Betty Blair, Executive Director
Big Brothers Big Sisters of 

Acadiana, Inc.
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for the year ending 30 September 2012
Financial Position

Oct ‘11 - Sep 12

    Ordinary Income/Expense               

           Income        
               45000 · Investments    

                   45030 · Interest-Savings 168.34

               Total 45000 · Investments    168.34

               43400 · Direct Public Support    
                   43450 · Individ, Business                   
Contributions 20.00
                   43400 · Direct Public Support - 

Other 1,037.14

                   43460 · Legacies and Bequests 1,515.00

                   43410 · Corporate Contributions 139,074.63

               Total 43400 · Direct Public Support    141,646.77

           Total Income        141,815.11

       Gross Profi t             141,815.11

           Expense        
               60900 · Business Expenses    
                   60920 · Business Registration 

Fees 7.00

               Total 60900 · Business Expenses    7.00

               65100 · Other Types of Expenses    

                   65160 · Other Costs 506.00
               Total 65100 · Other Types of 
Expenses    506.00

               65000 · Administration    

                   65030 · Printing and Copying 520.40

               Total 65000 · Administration    520.40

               62100 · Contract Services    

                   62110 · Accounting Fees 2,200.00

               Total 62100 · Contract Services    2,200.00

               60300 · Awards and Grants    
                   60330 · Noncash Awards and 

Grants 13,234.74

                   60320 · Cash Awards and Grants 75,600.00

               Total 60300 · Awards and Grants    88,834.74

           Total Expense        92,068.14

    Net Ordinary Income               49,746.97

Net Income                   49,746.97

	ć�F�,JXBOJT�$MVC�PG�-BGBZFUUF�'PVOEBUJPO�JT�B�WPMVOUFFS�
PSHBOJ[BUJPO���BMM�NFNCFST�WPMVOUFFS�UIFJS�UJNF���ć�FSF�
are no salaries in the Administration & Contract Services 
above.)

“I don’t know what your 
destiny will be, but one thing I 
do know: the only ones among 
you who will be really happy 
are those who have sought and 
found how to serve.”

 -Albert Schweitzer



337-654-3822
foundation@lafayettekiwanis.org
www.lafayettekiwanis.org

PO Box 52802
Lafayette LA 70505-2802

Further information about the Kiwanis Club of Lafayette and the Kiwanis Club of Lafayette Foundation can be found at 
www.lafayettekiwanis.org

What we have done for ourselves alone dies with us; 
what we have done for others and the world remains 
and is immortal.

-Albert Pike

mailto:foundation@lafayettekiwanis.org
www.lafayettekiwanis.org
www.lafayettekiwanis.org

